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Evolving Technologies: One Hundred Years of Technology Innovations

1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

’31
Founding:

1917

’381928 ’71

1958 1971

’70’49 ’51 ’53

’60 ’65 ’66 to ’67

’68

19621937

1957 1966

’76

’69

Starting in ’54 ’67 End of 1970s’73’61

1986
2001

’89’85 ’87 ’92 ’96 ’02’82

’87’85’82 ’88

’82 ’93’91 ’99’98

’80 Starting around ’95’89Starting around ’84

A
u

to
m

o
ti

ve
P

ar
ts

 O
p

er
at

io
n

s
Po

w
er

 Tr
an

sm
is

si
on

 U
ni

ts
an

d 
Co

m
po

ne
nt

s 
O

pe
ra

tio
ns

M
at

er
ia

ls
 H

an
d

lin
g

S
ys

te
m

s 
O

p
er

at
io

n
s

’16’06

’15

’11

’11

’06

’98 ’17’11’87 ’06

’17’16

’16’08

C
h

ai
n

O
p

er
at

io
n

s
N

ew
 B

u
si

n
es

s
A

re
as

’16’14’13

Start of timing 
belt development

Completion of Tsurumi 
Plant (Osaka)

Marine chains are 
certified by Lloyd’s.

First exports of roller chains to US

Technology sharing 
agreement signed with 
German manufacturer 
Kabelschlepp for hose and 
cable carrier system.

First JIS certification for roller 
chain plant in Japan acquired.

Development of Chain Motor

Establishment 
of Tsubakimoto 
Morse Co. 
(currently Tsubaki E&M)

Release of 
Small Gear Motors 
and Power Cylinders

Company becomes a 
designated 
manufacturer for the 
Ministry of the Navy.

Sales company established in US.

RS Roller Chain 60 Series achieves 
top global quality rating.

Establishment of local production 
subsidiary in Taiwan, 
Da Tseng Chain Co.

Company benefits 
from Japan’s rapid 
economic growth, 
business expands 
significantly.

Development and delivery of systems 
for factory automation such as Traverser System, 
Coil Robo and Color CRT Coating Systems.

Establishment of 
Tsubakimoto Mayfran, 
entry into chip conveyor 
market

Ceiling-mounted 
conveyor of 15 km in 
total length delivered to 
automotive plant.

Release of lube-free Lambda Chain Release of G7 
RS Roller Chain

Release of linear 
motor-driven 
transfer units

TCA established in US, 
first overseas production base.

Release of Multi-Sorter 
(book sorting system)

Release of Labo Stocker 
ultra-low temperature storage 
unit for pharmaceutical industry

Release of Paper-feeding AGV

Start of in-house production 
of plastic chains

Release of Double Plus Chain

Release of Plastic Cable 
Carrier with covered structure

Release of Bearing 
Roller Conveyor Chain

Release of 
Hypoid Motors

Release of 
Shock Monitor

Release of 
Varitron inverter

Release of 
Troi DriveRelease of Lini Power Jack

Entry into two-wheeled 
vehicle market, release 
of starter clutches

Deliveries of timing belts for automobile 
engines start. Monthly timing chain 
production volume reaches 1 million units.

Release of compact, 
low-noise silent chains

Start of local 
timing chain production 
in North America

Development 
of single-strand 
timing chains, 
start of delivery

Market rapidly switches 
to timing belts.

Release of G8 Series 
Drive Chains 
(Centennial Models)

Release of 
Zip Chain Actuator

Release of Lift Master

Release of 
Zip Chain Lifter 
(high-speed lifter)

Release of -150°C 
Labo Stocker 150L model

Release of eLINK 
EV Power System

Development of Autoran 
unmanned monorail 
conveyor system

Release of Linisort

Increasing regression 
from timing belts back 
to timing chains

Release of Zerotech Series of 
environmentally friendly roller chains

Start of 8 country (12 plant) 
worldwide production system

Axia Motor 
(next-generation geared 
motor) released as 
Centennial Model.

Production system 
transferred to Kyoto 
and Okayama Plants.

Release of 
Tsubaki Flatveyor

Release of MitaMon 
IoT-based remote 
monitoring software

Full-scale entry into 
agribusiness market

Release of Linisort S-C

Release of Power Drive 
Chains for four-wheel 
drive vehicles

Start of timing chain 
production

Automotive parts plant 
completed at Saitama Plant.

Company is founded in Nishinari-gun (currently Kita-ku), 
Osaka as bicycle chain manufacturer.

Company stops 
making bicycle chains, 
shifts focus to 
machinery chains.

Development 
of large chain 
gear reducer

Completion of Kyoto Plant

First delivery of large 
conveyor plant set

Start of local chain 
production in North America

Completion of 
Saitama Plant

Kyotanabe Plant completed, all facilities 
moved from Tsurumi Plant (Osaka).

Completion of Hyogo Plant
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